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THE HISTORY OF
““Silent Night, Holy Night?’’

As we move info the Christmas season,
carol singing will again become one of our main
forms of worship.

One of the best loved, and most popular
carols we will sing at this time of the year is of
course “Silent Night.” | am sure we are all very
familiar with the carol, but its history makes
some interesting reading.

“Silent Night” was first presented over 150

p years ago by two men in a liftle chapel in
¥ Oberndorf, Austria.

Here, Franz Xaver Gruber and Joseph Mohr
presenfed their “Silent Night, Holy Night” to a
congregation of devout peasants and river men
huddled before a wooden altar while a blizzard
piled up snow oufside.

But the song had to travel a long way
through foreign lands before it was accepted at
its birth-place. And had it not been for the
curiosity of a Profestant King of Prussia, its

authors may have long been forgoften.
Why was it written?
Some said Mohr, a

junior priest at

¥ Oberndorf's St. Nikolaus parish church, found

out on that Christmas Eve in 1818 that mice had

2 eaten holes info the organ’s bellows and ruined

4y the instrument. Mohr hurriedly went to his friend

a
54

Gruber the teacher of nearby Arnsdorf who

3 played the organ in the Oberndorf Church, and

WA

Y

s asked him to compose a song that could be

3¢ sung so that despite the damage to the organ

 the congregation would not be without music at
2 Mass.

Another story says Gruber's father, a hard-

% headed man often beat up the boy. That
¥ prompted the teacher fo express in his tune the

M1,
f

W1

%/ longing for all the paternal love he had missed

e S0 much, and the hope thaf ofher children would
5 receive it.

Age-yellowed records show that the organ

was indeed out of fune. Mohr probably feared it 3%

might ruin the Christmas Eve performance and
therefore had Gruber write the music for bass
and tenor with guitar accompaniment.

Nobody knows whether the premiere was a
success. As some sfories go, Mohr's clerical
superiors had no use for his song and barred it.
They thought him too modern a priest who
mingled too freely with his flock and flouted
fradition. Mereover, Mohr was an illegitmate
child.

“In his time, this made a child a near-
outcast and its mother liable to a fine,” said
Adolf Mueksch, curator of the Silenf Night
Chapel which stands in place of the former St.
Nickolaus Church.

No one wanted fo act as Mohr's godfather.
So the Salzburg executioner was chosen for the
christening ceremony. But, as one story said, he
had fo dispatch a man, so the job went to an old
woman who had nothing more important to do.

One year after the premiere of his carol,
Mohr was transferred to another parish and
eventually landed af Wagrain, where he died in
1848 and was buried in a paupers grave.
Besides the song, he left behind unpaid debts of
“five Gulden and 48 Kreuzer” — while “Silent
Night, Holy Night” was gaining fame abroad.

Gruber served as feacher at Arnsdorf, a
hamlet near Oberndorf, until 1829, when he
moved to the town of Hallein to supervise the
church choir and play the organ. Until his death
in 1863 he composed numerous masses and
hymns. But none of them would become as
famous as the Christmas Carol.

May God bless you and your . -

family this Christmas time,
Pastor R.Klimionok (H)
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SIGNPOST MAGAZINE is sent free of charge around Australia and Overseas.
Your prayers and financial support will help to ensure that the deaf will continue to hear the Good News.

@ Donations may be sent to é

Garden City Christian Church, Deaf Ministry, 81 Gosford Street, Mt. Gravatt, Qld. 4122.
10 Sign Post

We thank you for your continued support.
, 310 , $20 , Other

Overseas Donations - please send Bankcheque in Aust$.

$5




Worship with Us . . .

Directory of Deaf Churches & Ministries

GARDEN CITY
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Rover St., Mt Gravatt, 4122
Interpreted Services
9.00 am: & 6.00 p.m. Sundays
Deaf Service 7.30 p.m. Wednesdays

= ==

BRISBANE (QLD)

(NORTHSIDE)
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
240 Hamilton Rd., Chermside
Interpreted Services
10.00 am. & 6.30 a.m. Sundays
for further infarmation contact -
Rosemary Nakervis 266 2669

LOGAN WEST
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
2 Rosia Road, Parkridge
Interpreted Services
9.30 a.m. & 6.00 p.m. Sundays
Deaf Fellowship:
Friday nights 7.00 p.m.
for further information contact
Noreen Zarkovich 800 2179
Voice/TTY

NORTHERN BEACHES
CHRISTIAN CENTRE
Echunga Rd., Terrey Hills.

/. Interpreted Services
7 Sunday 9.30 a.m,
Deaf Fellowship:

Wednesday nights 8.00 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Paul O'Sullivan
Interpreter: Anne Horton
ENQUIRIES: 982 5942
(TTY) - John Cateris

SYDNEY (NSW)
N
EDE
Wallacia Christian Church
P.O. Box 9, Wallacia,
N.S.W. 2750
Meeting Place:
Park Road, Wallacia
You're welcome to attend
Interpreted Services
9.00 am. every Sunday
ENQUIRIES: (047) 73 8015
or 73 8075

Cnr Plunkett and Maclaurin
Streets, Chifiey
Please contact: Pastor John Downs
Voice only (06) 281 2330 or (06) 291 7885
TTY/Voice Mrs Julie Beake (06) 292 5694
Sign Language Available

Services 11.00a.m. & 7.00 p.m. Sundays
Not just a church, a FAMILY!

_ISSL)

GREENSBOROUGH
APOSTOLIC LIFE CENTRE
240 Beales Lane, Greensborough
Ph: (03) 434 2824 (Business Hours)

i Sunday Services:

MELBOURNE (VIC)

SIGNS OF LIFE
MINISTRY TO THE DEAF
LIFE CENTRE - GEELONG
16 Lt. Ryrie Street
Signed Services
10.00 a.m. & 6.00 p.m. Joe Bowes
Ph: (052) 95 799

Harvest Deaf Ministry
356 Boundary Rd., Moorabbin -
opp. Moorabbin Airport
TIME: 10.00 a.m. & 6.00 p.m.
LN f Auslan Interpreted Meeting %\ /
I\ Sen. Minister MICHAEL SMITH
| \ Deaf Ministry Leader:- I\
Mrs MARLENE BLAKE

ALL DEAF WELCOME
Enquiries: (03) 580 2356

PARADISE

ASEMBLY OF GOD

2 Crowle Road Parad
South Australia 507
Interpreted Services

10.00 a.m. & 6.00 p.m. - Sundays
DEAF CHURCH MONTHLY
Phone: (08) 261 7363

Voice/TTY

ADELAIDE (SA)

ise
5

For further information contact Marie Dalitz

PORTSIDE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
1 Causeway Rd, Ethelton
All Services Interpreted
Sunday Services:-
10.00 a.m. & 6.30 p.m.
Senior Minister: Pastor Neil Miln

Ph. (08) 498 600 TTY/VQICE

Note: These directory notices are paid advertisements -

Sign Post Magazine, 81 Gosford Street, Mt. Gravatt, Qid. 4122 or ring 343 6555

if you want to put your church’s advertisement - write to Editor,
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