











The following report is taken from a magazine named "The Sower". This magazine is
the national magazine for The Bible Society in Australia.

AUSLAN BIBLE TRANSLANTION

Christicins in the deaf community have now launched the first-ever translantion project in
Auslan, Australian Sign Language, and the Bible Society is glad to be a part of it.

Auslan is a sign language, but it is not SiEned English. It has its own unique grammar, with
verbs, nouns and sentences, and signs which correspond to sounds in the languages of the
hearing. It is used by the Deaf fo communicate the most complex ideas and feelings as

effectively as any language in existence.

In 1991 Auslan was recognised by the Federal Government as a community language.
Despite this, the Australian Deaf Comrnunitg have less access fo their language in education
than people from non-English speaking backgrounds have to their own mother-tongue
languages. There is no significant "literature" available for the Deaf in their own language.
The infroduction of video technology has made it possible to change this situation.

Now, for the first time in Australian history, a project has been launched which will give
"books", in video format, fo the Australian Deaf community in their own language.

A National Committee has been elected by the Christian Deaf community for the specific
purpose of translating the Bible into Auslan. The first Translation Workshop was held in
S Jr)l?ey from 14-18 July and was attended by 32 Auslan signers from five states. Highly
qualified personnel from the Bible Society, as well as from gle Australian and American
sign language communities, gave training in translation methodology. A fluent Auslan
signer will eventually make the on-camera video translation.

Dr Dorothy Tunbridge, a Bible Society Translation Consultant who first became involved
with the Deaf community in 1991, directed the workshop with the help of Auslan interpreters.
She says, "Deaf people say one of their big problems is that the non-Deaf claim to know
what is best for m. However, this translation project was initiated by the Deaf, the Deaf
will manage it, and the Deaf will do the translation. Workshop participants from the Deaf
communify made the first contributions to the considerable amount of money needed fo
see this project established."

Every member of the newly elected committee was born deaf. All identify Auslan as their
primary language.

It is significant that while many sighted people have become Christians because they have
read some part of the Bible, there are no such conversion stories among the Auslan
translation commitiee. All have become Christians because of the personal sharing of the
Gospel by another Christian. All agreed it is difficult for the Deaf community to grasp the
meaning of printed Scriptures. "We cannot share Scriptures with non-Christians like hearing
can," they said, adding, "That's why we're excited about being able fo give non-Christians
friends an Auslan video in the near future."

The Auslan translation will come at a high price. Expenses during the first year are likely to
be over $100,000. One rain-damaged floor of BiEIe House in Sydney is being repaired
and refurbished. Computer and video equipment, including a digital camera and filming
lights, need to be purchased. A Coordinator will be employed %y the Deaf community.
Travel, training, filming and administrative costs will be on-going.

However, the Deaf community is proceeding with the project, determined to raise as much
of the necessary funding as they can because they are convinced of the worth of having the
Bible in their own beloved language. "It is our most precious resource," said Mac Adam
the Chairman of the Committee.

Coming face to face with Jesus in the Auslan Bible will bring heaven that much closer for
Pastor Stanley Grimmett who says, "l dream that when | get to heaven Jesus will be speaking
Auslan!" His comment brought silent but enthusiastic applause, Auslan-style, F?cf:-n the
entire National Committee.
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Directory of Deaf Churches & Ministries

BRISBANE BRISBANE

“i LOGAN WEST &
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD &)
GARDEN CITY CHRISTIAN OUTREACH CENTRE

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Rover Street Mt Gravatt Q. 4122
Interpreted Services: 10 am & 6pm Sundays

6 Southern Cross Dr, Ballina NSW 2478
SIGNED SERVICES
Sunday 9.30am & 6.30pm
Wednesday Bible Study 7.00pm
Friday Prayer Meeting 7.30pm

Senior Pastor Peter James
Pastor of Deaf Julie Male

Ph/Fax (066) 867345

2 Rosia Road Park Ridge
Interpreted Services:
9 am & 6pm Sundays

Deaf Service 7.30pm Wednesdays
DEAF CHURCH MEETING
Ist and 3rd Sunday Every month - 10am
Engquiries Ph: [07) 3343 6555

Deaf Service 7.00pm Wednesdays
Engquiries - Lloyd Janetzki (D)
Telephone: (07) 3800 3200 (TTY/V)

PERTH

CANBERRA

C/SNBERRA

United Pentecostal Church

Cnr. Plunkett & Maclaurin Streets
Chifley NSW 2606

RHEMA FAMILY CHURCH
| Thorogood Street, Burswood
PO Box 524 Victoria Park WA 6100
Ph: (09) 470 1256 Fax: (09) 470 3670

Signed Sunday Services
8.30am/10.30am/6.00pm
Pastor Philip Baker
Deaf Ministry Leader: Dee Ducrow

ristian Church
PO Box 9 Wallacia NSW 2745
Meeting Place: Park Road Wallacia

Please contact Ph: (02) 291 6254 [TTY)
or (02) 281 2330 (V)

Services: 11.00 am & 7.00pm Sundays

7.45 pm Wednesdays

You're welcome to Attend
Interpreted Services:
9.00 am Sundays
Enquiries - (047) 73 8015/73 8075

: MELBOURNE MELBOURNE SOUTH AUSTRALIA
e e e o ey
' . | 4%
SIGNS OF LIFE rvest Deaf Churc B NORTHSIDE
MINISTRYTOTHEDEAF . . “2 ¥4 Christfioan Cenlre
LIFE CENTRE GEELON G Lot 14 Tootal Road Dingley Victoria NORTHSIDE CHRISTIAN CENTRE

DEAF CHURCH SERVICE
10.00am Sunday
Pastor Rod Chapman (D)
INTERPRETED SERVICE
6.00pm Sunday
Ph:(03) 9558 7184 Fax: {03) 9558 3970

Northside Court, Gawler SA5118
INTERPRETED SERVICES
10.00 am & 6.00pm Sunday
For further information contact
Stephen & Judy White
Ph:(08) 8524 6427 (TTY/V)

[Meeting at the former Geelong Bowling Lanes|
35 Corio Street, Geelong 3220
[Ring: 295799 for further info)

Signed Services
10,00am & 6.00pm
Pastor Joe Bowes Ph:(052) 95799

ADELAIDE NEW ZEALAND
& |y
PARADISE SEAVIEW CHRISIAN CENTRE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 111-113 Seaview Road
1 Causeway Road, Elthelton > Crr e Road Paradise New Brighton Church, Christchurch

Telephone: (03] 388 5459
Services Interpreted
10.00am & 6.30pm Sunday
Pastor Grant Brewster
Interpreter: Andrew Townshend
Contact Richard Townshend for info

All Services Interpreted
10.00am & 6.30pm Sunday
Senior Minister: Pastor Neil Miln
Engquiries - Marie Dalitz
Ph: (08) 242 3117 [TTY/V)

South Australia 5075
Interpreted Services
10.00am & 6.00pm - Sundays
DEAF CHURCH MONTHLY
Ph: [08) 298 3681

NOTE: these directory notices are paid advertisements - if you want to include your church's advertisement please contact -
The Editor, Signpost Magazine 16 Rover Street Mt Gravatt Q. 4122 or Ph: (07) 33436555 (TTYNV)
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